Islet cells-tight junctions: changes in its number induced by glucose.
Cell-tight junctions were counted in rat isolated islets incubated for different periods of time in the presence of different extracellular glucose concentrations. The number of tight junctions increased as a function of the length of the incubation period and the concentration of glucose. These results would suggest the involvement of tight junctions in the regulatory process of glucose-induced insulin secretion. Key words: Tight junctions, islet cell ultrastructure, isolated islets, islet incubation, glucose-induced insulin secretion, islet cell secretory function.